RICHARD SAVAGE
Dr. Johnson's Life of Savage is one of the Classics of Bio-
graphy, and Mr. Makower has supplemented it with much
liveliness and research; but for convenience an outline is
given here.
Savage was born, to the Countess of Macclesfield, on
January 10, 1698; his father was alleged to be Earl Rivers.
The Countess had her child removed, but his grandmother,
Lady Mason, and his godmother, Mrs, Lloyd, took care of
him. As he grew up his mother's attitude towards him be-
came hostile; and it was through her that he was con-
demned for a time to the life of a shoemaker's apprentice
in Holborn. When at length he discovered her identity he
attempted, but failed, to soften her heart; and, thrown upon
his own resources, took to the trade of literature. A poem on
the Bangorian controversy was composed, and forgotten;
a play, Woman's a Riddle, brought no profit; but through
another comedy, Love in a Veil, written when he was nearly
twenty, he obtained the protection of Steele and Wilks the
actor. From his tragedy of Sir Thomas Overbuy, performed
after Theo. Gibber had 'edited' it severely, he obtained
£100; and Hill, who criticised it, was afterwards instru-
mental in helping him to sell his Miscellany of poems, and
published his work in his weekly journal, The Plain Dealer.
In 1727 Savage was involved in a brawl which landed
him in prison, and almost at the foot of the gallows, when
his mother attempted to frustrate an attempt to procure a
pardon through Queen Caroline. But, the good offices of
the Countess of Hertford prevailing, he was pardoned and
set at liberty. During the happier times which followed,
while he was enjoying Lord TyrconnePs bounty, he pub-
lished The Bastard (1728), The Wanderer (1729), and the
prose satire An Author to be Let Then Savage was foolish
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